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2011-2012 NASIS METHODOLOGY REPORT 
 
Introduction 
This report presents a detailed account of the design and fielding of the 2011-2012 Nebraska 
Annual Social Indicators Survey (NASIS). Users of the 2012 NASIS data will find it an important 
reference source for answers to questions about methodology. 
 
The Nebraska Annual Social Indicators Survey was conceived as a vehicle both for producing 
current, topical information about Nebraskans and also for monitoring change in quality of life.  
As in earlier surveys, NASIS 2012 was a joint effort of the Department of Sociology at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) and a variety of public agencies. While the final 
responsibility for the design and fielding of the survey rests with the Bureau of Sociological 
Research (BOSR), both the costs of the survey and its planning have been shared with the 
Department of Sociology at UNL as well as several state agencies, private non-profit agencies, 
and other university departments. 
 
Mode Selection 
Historically, NASIS was administered as a telephone interview with adults (ages 19 and older) in 
households in Nebraska with a landline telephone. Due to rising costs associated with declining 
response rates for telephone surveys, for the third consecutive year NASIS 2012 was 
administered as a mail survey to Nebraska households. BOSR has used the mail mode in other 
survey projects, where it has been an efficient and cost-effective method of data collection. 
 
Design and Item Selection 
Each Nebraska Annual Social Indicators Survey is designed to meet the data needs of a diverse 
group of researchers ranging from UNL faculty and graduate students to professional health 
associations and state agencies. In order to meet these needs, the instrument involves three 
stages of development. First, a set of “core” questions is developed. The majority of core items 
is repeated each year and cover basic demographic information, quality-of-life topics, and 
general sociological indicators. The core items are intended both to maintain continuity with 
previous years of NASIS and to provide information on issues of current importance and 
interest. 
 
The next step in the development of the instrument is to incorporate a second set of questions 
to meet the data needs of the agencies and organizations purchasing space on the current 
survey. Interested public agencies and faculty members initially submit questions to be included 
in the survey. Aside from the core questions, all of those submitting questions are “buyers” (i.e., 
they contribute toward the cost of the survey in proportion to their data needs). As the questions 
from each buyer are submitted, they are formatted to fit in a mail survey. NASIS provides a cost-
effective vehicle for collecting information about Nebraskans as clients purchase only the space 
needed to administer their items and are provided the use of the core items as part of their 
participation in NASIS. 
 
After all buyer and core questions are developed, a draft mail survey is designed and 
programmed. The mail survey is then pre-tested, and, as is common, minor changes are made 
in question wording, some questions and clarifications are added to the survey, etc. A copy of 
the final, formatted mail survey can be found in Appendix B. 
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Sampling Design 
In order to meet the research needs of several clients and increase the sampling converage, the 
sampling design of the 2012 NASIS mail survey used a postal delivery sequence based sample 
of household addresses (ABS). The sample includes addresses for individuals and households 
who have an address according to the US Postal Service. Advantages to this type of sampling 
design include the ability to mail to all sampled addresses as well as very high coverage. 
 
Traditionally, the NASIS sample was drawn from a population of non-institutionalized persons in 
households with telephones who resided in the State of Nebraska during the survey period. 
Persons under 19 years of age, persons in custodial institutions, in group living quarters, on 
military bases, reservations, and transient visitors to the state are excluded from the sampling 
universe. Since its inception in 1977, NASIS used Random Digit Dialing (RDD) procedures to 
select survey respondents. In 2006, NASIS respondents were drawn from a directory-listed 
sample of telephone numbers—a change prompted by challenges in sampling related to the 
proliferation of cell-phone-only adults and increased costs of RDD on the scale of NASIS. In 
NASIS 2008-2009, the sample design consisted of three segments: (1) a traditional directory 
listed sample; (2) a sample of participants of the 2007 NASIS (i.e., panel); and (3) an 
oversample of four counties (Colfax, Dawson, Hall, and Scotts Bluff) in Nebraska with high 
proportions of Hispanic/Latino residents. In 2009-2010 and 2010-2011, the sampling design 
utilized was a directory listed address sample. This year (2011-2012) marks the first year an 
ABS sample has been used. 
 
The sample for the 2012 NASIS was purchased from Survey Sampling International, LLC (SSI). 
A total 3,600 cases were provided to BOSR by SSI on June 1, 2012.  
 
Experimental Design Treatment 
BOSR added severel experimental design treatments to the 2012 NASIS survey to test the 
effect of specifying different respondents in the household. The sample was randomly divided 
into two groups. One group received version one of the survey, while the other received the 
second versions. Differences between the two versions of the survey include the use of bubbles 
compared to squares for responses, and varying formatting for skip patterns and the household 
roster. Additionally, the households in the sample were divided into a different two groups to test 
the use of a calendar on cover letters to help respondents identify the requested household 
member. Half of the households received a cover letter with a calendar, and the other half 
received one without the calendar, both, however requesting that the adult in the household who 
will have the next birthday after July 1st, 2012 complete the survey. Examples of the cover 
letters can be seen in Appendix A. 
  
Data Collection Process 
Data were collected between June 14, 2012 and September 12, 2012. Each survey packet 
contained a cover letter (Appendix A), survey booklet (Appendix B), a future research interest 
card (Appendix C), and large postage-paid business reply envelope. The survey contained 105 
questions (a total of 259 items) in 16 pages. Due to budget limitations, no monetary incentive 
was offered with any mailing. 
 
A reminder postcard (Appendix D) was sent to all non-responders in all treatment groups about 
3 weeks after the group’s initial mailing (June 22, 2012). In addition to the reminder postcard, a 
second survey packet (contents discussed above) was sent to all remaining non-responders on 
July 17, 2012. Additionally, a third survey packet was mailed to remaining non-responders on 
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August 6, 2012. A total of 954 completed surveys were received and processed by BOSR 
through September 12, 2012. 
 
Response Rate 
A total of 954 adults completed the 2012 NASIS mail survey. The response rate of 27.2% was 
calculated using the American Association for Public Opinion Research’s (AAPOR) standard 
definition for Response Rate 1(with an adjustment that calculates undevilerables from the initial 
mailing as ineligible), which divides total completed surveys by the total sample size. Table 1 
presents the disposition of all sampled cases by final disposition (e.g., completion, refusal, 
known ineligible, undeliverable, unresolved). Of the 3,600 addresses sampled, two cases were 
identified as ineligible households (e.g., nursing home, uninhabited/household member 
deceased), 8.0% (n=281) were undeliverable addresses, and 61.8% (n=2224) were 
unknown/non-response. This resulted in a total of 3319 cases deemed eligible and deliverable. 
Completed surveys were received from 28.7% (n=954) of these households. Refusals (e.g., 
blank survey returned; letter, phone call, or e-mail stating refusal to participate) and refused mail 
were obtained from 1.4% (n=45) of the adjusted sample. 
 
Data-Entry Training, Supervision, and Quality Control 
Data entry was completed by professional data-entry staff. Many of the data-entry workers had 
previous experience in data entry using epi6 on other mail survey projects. The data-entry staff 
was supervised by permanent BOSR project staff. 
 
Data entry was completed in two steps. First, one data-entry worker would enter responses from 
a single survey. Second, another data-entry worker would re-key the survey and be alerted to 
any discrepancies with the first entry. Supervisory staff members were available to answer 
questions about discrepancies or illegible responses. The data-entry staff is paid by the hour, 
not by the number of surveys entered. This method of payment is used so that we can ensure 
the high quality of the data collected by our staff. 
 
Processing of Completed Surveys 
The data were collected from June 14th, 2012 to September 12th, 2012. Completed surveys 
were returned by a total of 954 respondents. Completed interviews were carefully processed 
and recorded by the BOSR staff to ensure that each interview was accounted for and its 
progress along the various steps of editing, coding, merging, and uploading could be monitored. 
 
As previously mentioned, surveys were data-entered using epi6 software with data saved on a 
networked file server. Each day, automatic backups were made of all directories containing 
information relevant to the survey. Some open-ended information, such as the county and city 
codes, were assigned numeric codes by the BOSR staff and also merged with the remainder of 
the data. The city and county codes are listed in Appendix D. 
 
Data Cleaning 
The data are recorded and stored on a secure server located within the Sociology Department 
at UNL. The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) software package was used to 
process and document the dataset. The first step in data cleaning was to run frequency 
distributions on each of the variables in the survey. The second step was to generate variable 
and value labels (attempts were made to match the variable names and values for core items 
that appeared in previous NASIS administration periods). The final step in data cleaning was to 
recode all open-ended “other” responses on core variables and check for out-of-range values on 
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all survey items. Recoding was done to correct for the most obvious errors/inconsistencies in 
the data. 
 
Since the data collected contains information specific to the topic, additional decisions related to 
cleaning and recoding of the data will be left to the client to ensure final data quality. It should be 
noted, too, that due to the nature of mail surveys, respondents do not always follow the 
instructions for skip patterns within the survey. Inconsistencies, which are common in mail 
surveys, will still exist in the data due to item non-response. 
 
The cleaned, coded data were stored in an SPSS system file. A list of all variables in the archive 
file and the variable names used in the SPSS system file for each variable are included in 
Appendix E. Datasets for users involving subsets of items in the file were generated by selecting 
the appropriate items from this main file. 
 
The most economical and flexible manner to use the NASIS data is by using the SPSS for 
Windows software program. It is also possible to produce a dataset for SAS, among other 
possible data formats. Any additional needs or questions concerning the NASIS dataset should 
be directed to the Bureau of Sociological Research. 
 
NASIS Sample Weights 
The data were weighted in three ways to account for the within household probability of 
selection, nonresponse, and population characteristics. First, data were weighted by the number 
of adults living in the household in order to adjust for within-household selection probability. 
Then, the data were weighted for nonresponse by state region. Please refer to Figure 1 for a 
description of the regions. Lastly, poststratification weights were applied based on age, gender 
and state region in order for the data to more closely resemble the population. Tables 2 and 3 
display 2010 Census population data and NASIS weighted and unweighted frequencies. The 
final weight in the dataset is called PWEIGHT. 
 
Questions 
Any questions regarding this report or the data collected can be directed to the Bureau of 
Sociological Research at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln by calling (402) 472-3672 or by 
sending an e-mail to bosr@unl.edu. 
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Figure 1 
Definitions of Regions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Central and West 
Adams  Dundy  Loup 
Antelope Franklin  McPherson 
Arthur  Frontier  Madison 
Banner  Furnas  Merrick 
Blaine  Garden  Morrill 
Boone  Garfield  Nance 
Box Butte Gosper  Nuckolls 
Boyd  Grant  Perkins 
Brown  Greeley  Phelps 
Buffalo  Hall  Pierce 
Burt  Hamilton Platte 
Cedar  Harlan  Red Willow 
Chase  Hayes  Rock 
Cherry  Hitchcock Scotts Bluff 
Cheyenne Holt  Sheridan 
Clay  Hooker  Sherman 
Colfax  Howard  Sioux 
Cuming  Kearney Stanton 
Custer  Keith  Thomas 
Dakota  Keya Paha Thurston 
Dawes  Kimball  Valley 
Dawson  Knox  Wayne 
Deuel  Lincoln  Webster 
Dixon  Logan 
 
 
Southeast 
Cass  Nemaha Saline 
Fillmore  Otoe  Saunders 
Gage  Pawnee  Seward 
Jefferson Polk  Thayer 
Johnson Richardson York 
Lancaster 
 
 
Midland 
Butler 
Dodge 
Douglas 
Sarpy 
Washington
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TABLE 1 
RESPONSE RATE FOR 2012 NASIS SAMPLE 
 
Response Category Number 
% of Likely  
Households 
Completed survey 954 28.8% 
Refusal 45 1.4% 
Unknown at end of survey period 2224 67.0% 
Undeliverable second or third mailing 94   2.8% 
Total likely households 3317 100.0% 
Known ineligible 2   
Known undeliverable 281   
TOTAL NUMBERS SAMPLED 3600   
 
 
 
TABLE 2 
REPRESENTATIVENESS OF 2012 NASIS SAMPLE BY REGION OF STATE 
(Percentage Distribution by Region) 
 
REGION BASED ON  
2010 CENSUS 
ESTIMATES 
NASIS, 
UNWEIGHTED 
NASIS, WEIGHTED 
BY PWEIGHT 
Central and West 34.1% 34.7% 34.2% 
Midland (Omaha Area) 41.5% 38.8% 39.9% 
Southeast 24.4% 26.5% 25.9% 
     TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 
 
 
TABLE 3 
REPRESENTATIVENESS OF 2011-2012 NASIS SAMPLE BY AGE AND SEX 
(Percentage Distribution in Age and Sex Categories) 
 
CATEGORY BASED ON 
2010 
CENSUS 
ESTIMATE 
NASIS, 
UNWEIGHTED 
NASIS, WEIGHTED BY 
PWEIGHT 
AGE:    
     19 - 44 46.4% 21.3% 47.0% 
     45 - 64 35.2% 44.2% 34.8% 
     65+ 18.4% 34.5% 18.1% 
SEX:    
     Males 49.6% 45.8% 49.1% 
     Females 50.4% 54.2% 50.9% 
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Estimate of Sampling Error 
The 2012 NASIS sample is a simple random sample of households in the state with directory-
listed telephones. Consequently, estimates of the sampling error are straightforward. For easy 
reference, Table 4 presents sampling errors for some of the most likely sample sizes. Exact 
sampling errors for alternative specifications of sample size and reported percentages can be 
easily computed by using the following formula for the 95% confidence level: 
 
Sampling error = 1.96 * square root (pq/N) 
   p = the expected proportion selecting the answer 
   q = 1 - p 
   N = sample size 
 
TABLE 4 
APPROXIMATE SAMPLING ERROR OF PERCENTAGES BY SELECTED SAMPLE SIZE 
(Expressed in Percentages)* 
 
 
Reported 
Percentage 
Full 
Sample 
N=906 
75% 
Sample 
N=680 
50% 
Sample 
N=453 
33.3% 
Sample 
N=302 
25% 
Sample 
N=227 
10% 
Sample 
N=91 
50 3.26% 3.76% 4.60% 5.64% 6.50% 10.27% 
40 or 60 3.19% 3.68% 4.51% 5.53% 6.37% 10.07% 
30 or 70 2.98% 3.44% 4.22% 5.17% 5.96% 9.42% 
20 or 80 2.60% 3.01% 3.68% 4.51% 5.20% 8.22% 
10 or 90 1.95% 2.25% 2.76% 3.38% 3.90% 6.16% 
5 or 95 1.42% 1.64% 2.01% 2.46% 2.84% 4.48% 
 
* For most items the chances are 95% to 100% that the actual value lies within a range equal to 
the reported percentage, plus or minus the sampling error figures given in the table. These are 
only approximate estimates, as the use of weights in the sample will affect specific estimates in 
an unknown manner. 
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Appendix A: Cover Letters 
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Appendix B: Formatted Mail Survey Version 1 (printed in black & white only) 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     7 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     8 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     9 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     10 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     11 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     12 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     13 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     14 
 
  
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     15 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     16 
 
  
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     17 
 
  
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     18 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     19 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     20 
 
  
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     21 
 
  
 
 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     22 
 
  
Formatted Mail Survey Version 2 (printed in black & white only)  
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Appendix C: Future Interest Research Form 
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Appendix D: Reminder Postcard 
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Appendix E: 2011 County Codes 
 
 
County Codes 
 
003  Antelope (4) 
005  Arthur (2) 
007  Banner (1) 
009  Blaine (3) 
011  Boone (4) 
013  Box Butte (1) 
015  Boyd (4) 
017  Brown (4) 
019  Buffalo (3) 
021  Burt (4) 
023  Butler (8) 
025  Cass (6) 
027  Cedar (4) 
029  Chase (2) 
031  Cherry (4) 
033  Cheyenne (1) 
035  Clay (3) 
037  Colfax (4) 
039  Cuming (4) 
041  Custer (3) 
043  Dakota (4) 
045  Dawes (1) 
047  Dawson (2) 
049  Deuel (1) 
051  Dixon (4) 
053  Dodge (5) 
055  Douglas (5) 
057  Dundy (2) 
059  Fillmore (6) 
061  Franklin (2) 
063  Frontier (2) 
065  Furnas (2) 
067  Gage (6) 
069  Garden (1) 
071  Garfield (3) 
073  Gosper (2) 
075  Grant (2) 
077  Greeley (3) 
079  Hall (3) 
081  Hamilton (3) 
083  Harlan (2) 
085  Hayes (2) 
087  Hitchcock (2) 
089  Holt (4) 
091  Hooker (2) 
093  Howard (3) 
095  Jefferson (6) 
097  Johnson (6) 
099  Kearney (3) 
101  Keith (2) 
103  Keya Paha (4) 
105  Kimball (1) 
107  Knox (4) 
109  Lancaster (6) 
111  Lincoln (2) 
113  Logan (2) 
115  Loup(3) 
117  McPherson (2) 
119  Madison (4) 
121  Merrick (3) 
123  Morrill (1) 
125  Nance (4) 
127  Nemaha (6) 
129  Nuckolls (3) 
131  Otoe (6) 
133  Pawnee (6) 
135  Perkins (2) 
137  Phelps (2) 
139  Pierce (4) 
141  Platte (4) 
143  Polk (6) 
145  Red Willow (2) 
147  Richardson (6) 
149  Rock (4) 
151  Saline (6) 
153  Sarpy (5) 
155  Saunders (6) 
157  Scotts Bluff (1) 
159  Seward (6) 
161  Sheridan (1) 
163  Sherman (3) 
165  Sioux (1) 
167  Stanton (4) 
169  Thayer (6) 
171  Thomas (2) 
173  Thurston (4) 
175  Valley (3) 
177  Washington (5) 
179  Wayne (4) 
181  Webster (3) 
183  Wheeler (3) 
185  York (6)
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Appendix F: 2011 NASIS Variables and Descriptions 
 
Variable  Description (Label) 
REC record number 
ID survey ID number 
DOR1 
Thinking about the highways in the state of Nebraska, how satisfied are you with 
the "condition" of these roads 
DOR2 Thinking of just the major highway routes of the state, how satisfied are you with 
snow and ice removal by the Department of Roads 
DOR3 
Thinking only of the employees of the Department of Roads, not those of highway 
contractors, the county, or the city, what is your overall impression of the employees 
of the Department of Roads 
DOR4 Have you had interaction with an employee of the Department of Roads within the 
past year 
DOR5 How courteous was the employee 
DOR6 How much do you agree with the following statement? The Department of Roads is doing a good job of building and maintaining the state highway system 
DOR7 Thinking of only state highways, how satisfied are you with the Department of 
Roads in providing you with a safe transportation system 
DOR8 
How safe do you feel when you have to drive through a construction work zone on 
Nebraska highways 
DOR9 In the past 12 months, have you stopped at one of Nebraskas I-80 rest areas 
DOR10 Overall, how satisfied are you with Nebraskas I-80 rest areas 
DOR11 
Nebraskas 511 Traveler Information System provides Statewide, up-to-date road 
and weather condition information via the internet and telephone. Have you used 
Nebraskas 511 Traveler Inveler Information System via the Internet 
DOR12 Have you used Nebraskas 511 Traveler Information System via the toll-free number 
DOR13 Has the information from the 511 system ever affected your travel plans or caused 
you to change the roue you took to get to your destination 
DOR14 How useful was the information you received from the 511 system 
DOR15 Overall, how would you describe your feelings about the Department of Roads 
NFS1 What is the current condition of Nebraskas forests 
NFS2a Trees are an important part of my homes landscape 
NFS2b Trees do not provide health benefits 
NFS2c Trees are a renewable resource 
NFS2d Trees provide energy savings (through reduced heating and cooling costs) 
NFS2e Trees (windbreaks) increase crop yields 
NFS2f Nebraskas trees and forests create jobs in our state 
NFS2g Trees play an important role in Nebraska agriculture 
NFS2h Nebraskas trees and forests generate income 
NFS2i Trees and forests have always been an important component of Nebraskas lands 
NFS2j Trees provide social benefits 
NFS2k It is important that Nebraska forests are managed for multuple benefits 
DNR1 How familiar are you with water planning in Nebraska 
DNR2 How familiar are you with the Natural Resource Districts 
DNR3 How familiar are you with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
DNR4 
How familiar are you with joint and local state integratedwater management plans 
for hydrologically connected groundwater and surface water 
DNR5 Where do you think Nebraska ranks in total number of irrigated acres 
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DNR6 What approximate percentage of water taken from Nebraskas streams and aquifers 
each year do you think is used by cities, villages, and other public water suppliers 
DNR7 Irrigation accounts for a majority of water withdrawals 
DNR8 In your opinion does Nebraska need a state water plan to help inform and provide 
guidance for state decisions on management of water resources 
DNR9 If Nebraska was to create a state water plan, who should develop it 
DNR9Oth Other specify 
DNR10a Importance of a strong public information component to inform the public of water 
information, issues, and options 
DNR10b 
Importance of a method to prioritize study of water projects and management 
options 
DNR10c Importance of a method to guide State assistance to local governments 
DNR10d Importance of a method to make sure all water issues are addressed 
DNR10e Importance of a method to better coordinate activities of the State with local 
activities 
DNR10f Importance of an  opportunity to voice my ideas on water planning 
Wind1 Do you support or oppose wind energy development in Nebraska 
Wind2 
How likely or unlikely are you to go fishing, hunting, hiking, bird watching, or engage 
in other recreational activities within 1 mile of a wind turbine 
Wind3 
How likely or unlikely are you to go fishing, hunting, hiking, bird watching, or engage 
in other recreational activities within sight of a wind turbine 
Wind4 Are you concerned or unconcerned that birds and bats are killed as a result of wind 
energy development 
Wind5 Do you agree or disagree that wind energy facility development and operation 
should have to take precautions to reduce impacts on wildlife 
Wind6 How likely or unlikely are you to pay $2 more a month on your electricity bill to 
support wind energy development 
Wind7 
If wind energy development was planned in a manner  that reduces impacts on 
wildlife resources, how likely or unlikely would you be to pay $2 more per month on 
your electricity bill to support wind energy development 
Wind8a Support placement on wind turbines on croplands 
Wind8b Support placement on wind turbines on grasslands 
Wind8c Support placement on wind turbines on wetlands 
Wind8d Support placement on wind turbines on river valleys 
Wind8e Support placement on wind turbines on recreational lands 
Wind8f Support placement on wind turbines on residential lands 
Wind8g Support placement on wind turbines on industrial lands 
LPZ1 
Personally how well informed do you feel about how the Earths "climate system" 
works 
LPZ2 
Global warming refers to the idea that the worlds average teperature has been 
increasing and that the worlds climate may change as a result. Do you think global 
warming is happening 
LPZ3 
On some issues people feel that they have all the information they need in order to 
form an opinion, while on other issues they would like more information before 
making up their mind. For global warming, where would you place yourself 
LPZ4 
How much have you heard or learned about climate change and related topics in 
the past year 
LPZ5a Learned about climate change from multimedia 
LPZ5b Learned about climate change from social media 
LPZ5c Learned about climate change from text material 
LPZ5d Learned about climate change from social settings 
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LPZ5e Learned about climate change from formal learning 
LPZ5f Learned about climate change from informal learning 
LPZ5g Learned about climate change from work situations 
LPZ5h Learned about climate change from community situations 
LPZ5i Learned about climate change from other 
LPZ5iOth Learned about climate change from other specify 
LPZ6a 
Increased carbon dioxide and other gases released into the atmosphere will, if 
unchecked, lead to global climate change 
LPZ6b Human activity, including industry and transportation, is a significant cause of 
climate change 
LPZ6c If global warming occurs it will increase crop yields in some places and decrease it 
in others 
LPZ6d Currently observed climate change is mostly due to normal climate patterns 
LPZ6e The Earths climate is warmer now than it has ever been before 
LPZ6f 
Compared to the climate of the past one million years, the last 10,000 have been 
unusually warm and stable 
LPZ6g 
If humankind suddenly stopped producing carbon dioxide today, climate change 
and global warming would still continue for many years 
LPZ6h Over time any climate change that happens will be more beneficial than harmful 
LPZ7 According to recent surveys what is the approximate percentage of all climate 
scientists that think global climate is warning due to human actions 
LPZ8 
People disagree about how the climate system works. Which of the five descriptions 
best describes how you think the climate system works 
LPZ9 
Public opinion polling has shown that when it comes to climate change, the 
population is roughly dived into the following 6 different categories. Right now, 
which descriptor best describes how you feel about climate change 
LPZ10a What is the risk of climate change on public health in your region 
LPZ10b What is the risk of climate change on economic development in your region 
LPZ10c What is the risk of climate change on nature, that is the natural environment in your 
region 
LPZ11a 
Extent to which you learn about the ways in which climate patterns may change in 
the future 
LPZ11b Extent to which you use information about how climate may change in my decisions 
at work 
LPZ11c 
Extent to which you use information about how climate may change in my personal 
decisions 
LPZ11d Extent to which you work with other groups in my community to prepare for risks of climate change 
LPZ11e Extent to which you do my part to try to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
LPZ11f Extent to which you support lower prices for types of energy and other consumer 
goods that do not contribute to climate change 
LPZ11g Extent to which you support higher prices for types of energy and other consumer 
goods that contribute to climate change 
JB1a How much do you trust your neighbor 
JB1b How much would you say you trust other people in your community 
JB1c How much do you trust other people in Nebraska 
JB1d How much do you trust other people in the US 
JB1e How much do you trust people from other countries 
Chanc1a If I had the opportunity I would encourage high school students to attend UNL over 
other colleges and universities 
Chanc1b Considering the costs and benefits, a degree from UNL is a great value 
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Chanc1c Undergraduate students at UNL benefit from faculty research 
Chanc1d There is an academic benefit to moving to the BIG TEN conference 
JB1a 
Whether to have an abortion is strictly a private decision, which the government 
should not try to regulate in one way or another 
JB1b The United States should increase spending for military defense 
JB1c The country would be better off if we had strict gun control laws 
JB1d The public schools should conduct prayers as part of their official business 
JB1e 
Sex education classes taught by qualified teachers should be offered to students in 
all public schools 
JB1f During bad times the poor should take care of themselves 
JB1g Government should reduce services rather than raise taxes 
FSexof1 Do you think females commit sex crimes 
FSexof2 In most cases who do you think the victims tend to be 
FSexof2_ot Victims tend to be other, specify 
FSexof3a Female sex offenders commit: forcible rape 
FSexof3b Female sex offenders commit: fondling 
FSexof3c Female sex offenders commit: child molestation 
FSexof3d Female sex offenders commit: other crimes 
FSexof3d_oth Female sex offenders commit: other crimes specify 
FSexof3e Female sex offenders commit: do not know 
FSexof4 Female sex offenders commit sex offenses because they 
FSexof4_oth Female sex offenders commit sex offenses because other specify 
FSexof5 
Should communities be notified of convicted female sex offenders living in the 
community 
FSexof6 
Would you take some preventative action if a female sex offender lived in your 
neighborhood 
FSexof7 If yes, what preventative action would you take 
FSexof8 How old is the typical female sex offender 
FSexof9 
Do you agree or disagree that female sex crimes are less serious than sex crimes 
committed by men 
FSexof10 Do you agree or disagree that female sex offenders are treated leniently by the criminal justice system 
Lit1 There are 25 or more books in your home right now 
Lit2 There is a variety of magazines and other reading materials in your home 
Marr10m What is your current marital or relationship status 
Semp1 Spouse or partner is working a fulltime job 
Semp2 Spouse or partner is working a parttime job 
Semp3 Spouse or partner is with a  job but not at work 
Semp4 Spouse or partner is unemployed 
Semp5 Spouse or partner is retired 
Semp6 Spouse or partner is in school 
Semp7 Spouse or partner is keeping house 
Semp8 Spouse or partner is disabled 
Semp9 Spouse or partner is other 
Semp_ot Spouse or partner is other specfy 
Resi Are you still living in the same residence as you were 2 years ago 
Rurb Do you live on a farm, in open country but not on a farm, or in a town or city 
adults Including yourself how many adults 19 and older live in your household 
Adults_forwt Number of adults/household for weighting 
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Kids0to5 How many children 5 and younger live in your household 
Kids6to12 How many children 6 to 12 live in your household 
Kids13up How many children 13 to 18 live in your household 
Hh1a Your initials 
Hh1b Person 1: Relationship to you 
Hh1c Your date of birth Month 
Hh1d Your date of birth Day 
Hh1e Your date of birth Year 
Hh1f Your sex 
Hh2a Person 2 Initials 
Hh2b Person 2 relationship to you 
Hh2c Person 2 DOB Month 
Hh2d Person 2 DOB Day 
Hh2e Person 2 DOB Year 
Hh2f Person 2 Sex 
Hh3a Person 3 Initials 
Hh3b Person 3 relationship to you 
Hh3c Person 3 DOB Month 
hh3d Person 3 DOB Day 
hh3e Person 3 DOB Year 
Hh3f Person 3 Sex 
Hh4a Person 4 Initials 
Hh4b Person 4 relationship to you 
Hh4c Person 4 DOB Month 
Hh4d Person 4 DOB Day 
hh4e Person 4 DOB Year 
hh4f Person 4 Sex 
hh5a Person 5 Initials 
hh5b Person 5 relationship to you 
hh5c Person 5 DOB Month 
hh5d Person 5 DOB Day 
hh5e Person 5 DOB Year 
hh5f Person 5 Sex 
hh6a Person 6 Initials 
hh6b Person 6 relationship to you 
hh6c Person 6 DOB Month 
hh6d Person 6 DOB Day 
hh6e Person 6 DOB Year 
hh6f Person 6 Sex 
Ohom 
Do you or some member of your household own your home outright, buying it, or 
renting 
Ohom_ot Own home other specify 
Home Which of the following comes closest to the kind of housing unit you now live in 
Home_ot Housing unit other specify 
Live10m How many years have you lived in this county 
Income 
Please indicate the category that describes your total family income in the last 12 
months 
Fs5 During the past 12 months how much difficulty have you had paying your bills 
 
Bureau of Sociological Research 
2011-2012 NASIS Methodology Report                                                                                                                                     46 
 
  
Fs6 
Think again over the past 12 months. Generally at the end of each month did you 
end up with 
Fina Overall how satisfied are you with your current financial situation 
Pros 
What about your financial prospects? Do you feel that you are better off this year 
than you were two years ago at this time, about the same, or worse off 
Fs1 My family has enough money to afford the kind of home we need 
Fs2 We have enough money to afford the kind of clothing we need 
Fs3 We have enough money to afford the kind of food we need 
Fs4 We have enough money to afford the kind of medical care we need 
Sad Days you felt sad in past week 
Hope Days you felt hopeful  in past week 
Good Days you felt you were as good as other people  in past week 
Bother Days you felt bothered by things  in past week 
Lonely Days you felt lonely  in past week 
Mind Days you had trouble keeping your mind  in past week 
Effor Days you felt that everything you did was an effort  in past week 
Fearful Days you felt fearful  in past week 
Talk Days you talked less than usual  in past week 
Felt Days you felt depressed  in past week 
Eat Days you did not feel like eating  in past week 
Blues Days you felt that you could not shake off the blues  in past week 
Sleep Days your sleep was restless  in past week 
Going Days you could not get going  in past week 
Sexr Are you (sex) 
Born1 Were you born in Nebraska, another state, or a foreign country 
Hisp1 Do you consider yourself to be Hispanic or Latino/a 
Race_1 Race: White 
Race_2 Race: Black 
Race_3 Race: Asian 
Race_4 Race: American Indian 
Race_5 Race: Native Hawaiian 
Race_6 Race: Other 
Race_ot Other race please specify 
Lit3 
With regard to the English language, how well do you understand it when it is 
spoken to you 
Lit4 With regard to the English language, how well do you read it 
Lit5 With regard to the English language, how well do you write it 
Degr What is the highest degree you have attained 
Chanc2 Have you or has anyone in your household ever attended UNL 
Empl1 You: Working a fulltime job 
Empl2 You: Working a parttime job 
Empl3 You: Unemployed, laid off, looking 
Empl4 You: Retired 
Empl5 You: In school 
Empl6 You: Keeping house 
Empl7 You: Disabled 
Empl8 You: Other 
Empl_ot You: Other specfy 
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jsat How satisfied are you with your job 
whrs During the average week how many hours do you usually work 
LPZ12a Community role: K-12 educator 
LPZ12b Community role: Science teacher 
LPZ12c Community role: Agriculture teacher 
LPZ12d Community role: Rural community member 
LPZ12e Community role: Farmer Rancher Ag producer 
LPZ12f Community role: City or town official 
LPZ12h Community role: None of these 
LPZ12g Community role: Other 
LPZ12g_ot Community role: Other specify 
Part 
Liberal and conservative are terms often used to describe peoples beliefs about 
politics and government. Where do you see yourself politically 
Part_ot Liberal and conservative: Other, specify 
Poli 
Generally speaking do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an 
Independent, or something else 
Poli_ot Democrat: Other, specify 
Relgaffil 
Do you consider yourself to be Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, or something 
else 
Relgaffil_ot Religion: Other specify 
Protfaith Within the Protestant faith, do you consider yourself to be 
Protfaith_ot Protestant: Other specify 
Ratt How often do you attend religious services 
Relginflu In general how do your religious or spiritual beliefs influence your daily life 
Agyr In what year were you born 
Scwell Would you say that your overall health and wellbeing is excellent, good, fair, or poor 
Smoke Do you smoke cigarettes 
Crvict 
In the past year have you been a victim of any crime 
Zipcod What is your current zip code 
REREC re-entered record number 
REID re-entered ID number 
Pweight Final weight of data for representativeness 
agecat Age category 
racecat Race/ethnic category 
SEMP [recoded single category as in phone NASIS] Spouse/Partner's current employment 
status 
EMPL [recoded single category as in phone NASIS] Respondent's current employment 
status 
Hweight Household Weight 
FIPS Federal information processing standards codes 
 
